
 
 

SPRING/SUMMER 2012 

 

         
 

RAOUL CAMPAIGN SS12: PRESS RELEASE 

 
Last season, we chose to shoot our Fall Winter 2011 campaign in Brazil’s capital - Brasilia – known 
for its unique modernist architecture and town planning.  
 
Built in 1956, the city was a landmark in the history of town planning. Urban planner Lucio Costa and 
architect Oscar Niemeyer intended for every element - from the layout of the residential and 
administrative buildings to the symmetry of the buildings themselves, to be in harmony with the city’s 
overall design. We chose the exterior of The Senate, The Congress, The Planalto Palace, State 
Theatre and the Cathedral as the thoroughly modern backdrops to our campaign images because 
they encapsulated the notion of imagination, innovation and novelty. 
 
This was clearly a hard act to follow.  
 
Not only was the place so unique in its design and purity of form, but was also perfectly suited to our 
Pan Am/Braniff Airline inspired collection. For Spring Summer 2012, we continued our fascination with 
uniforms; translating it into our clean and functional lines of design and the idea of speed. We referred 
to it as “The Fast Collection”; clothes that were not only inspired by racing stripes, the abstracted 
stripes of a zebra, and the painted lines of a road or runway. These were also clothes that packed 
easily, could be combined in a quick and effortless way and were suited to the well-travelled. 
 
This brought us to another modernist architectural gem. Closed to the public since 2001, the original 
TWA terminal at JFK which was designed by Eero Saarinen and completed in 1961, a year before the 
architect’s death was sculpted as a symbol of flight, abstracted. The expressive curves of the design 
created halls which were attractive, spacious and portrayed a rare degree of exhilaration for an airport 
terminal. Even with the original bright orange carpets now substituted for red, the atmosphere speaks 
of the contemporary and cool - a space where romance and glamour of flight remains very much 
alive. 
 
'...a building in which the architecture itself would express the drama and specialness and excitement 
of travel... a place of movement and transition... The shapes were deliberately chosen in order to 
emphasize an upward-soaring quality of line. We wanted an uplift.' 

Eero Saarinen 
 
With this rare opportunity to enter the TWA Flight Centre, known as “The Grand Central of the jet age” 
space, our attention were drawn mostly to the interior of the building, with its undulating and curved 
walls, staircases and the high-vaulted ceiling. We were particularly drawn to the vivid red, heart -
shaped seating area, back-lit by walls of blue-tinted windows, and to the animated arrival and 
departure display. The curvaceous space and original imagery of the TWA staff, led to the inspiration 
for full, groomed and aerodynamic hairstyles, created by hairstylist Dennis Lanni.  
 
The clean lines and graphic shapes of the SS12 collection - with a dominance of white, navy and 
cobalt blue - found the perfect setting within the architectural wonders and the exquisite modernist 
design of this landmark. 
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